General Philosophy

Preliminaries

1. Logistics Tutorials will take place in even-numbered weeks. For each tutorial I
would like you to write an essay of around 1,500 words. Please email me your essay
by 9.00 on the day of the tutorial at the latest, so that I have a chance to read it in
advance. When emailing me your essay, I would appreciate it if you could include
your name in the name of the document.

2. Topics We will cover four topics this term: knowledge, free will, personal identity,
and God and evil. That leaves four topics to cover should you decide to continue with
General Philosophy next term: scepticism, induction, perception, and mind and body.

3.Reading For each topic I have listed six or seven texts to read. Aim to read a majority
of the texts listed for a given topic in time for the tutorial; do not worry if you do not
have time to read all of them. I recommend approaching the texts in roughly the order
I have listed them. It is important that as you read you take high-quality notes from
which you will later be able to revise. You will be better-off in the long-run reading
fewer texts slowly while taking high-quality notes than reading more texts quickly
without taking high-quality notes.

4. Writing I recommend reading Rachel Fraser’s helpful guides “Essay Writing
Instructions” and “What Not to Do” before writing your first essay, available here:
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1V-fuU89gX-[ZAXVu3V3zWS1dONz0bjOd.

Week 2: Knowledge
ESSAY QUESTION: Is knowledge justified true belief? If not, what else might it be?
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Week 4: Free Will

ESSAY QUESTION: “I am morally responsible for my actions only when I could have
acted otherwise. But it is never the case that I could have acted otherwise. So I am
never morally responsible for my actions.” Is this a good argument?
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Week 6: Personal Identity

ESSAY QUESTION: Am I the same person as I was yesterday because I am
psychologically continuous with who I was yesterday, or for some other reason?
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Week 8: God and Evil
ESSAY QUESTION: Could a good and all-powerful God allow the existence of evil?
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